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With STREAM TABLES, children investigate the action and effects of water circulating in currents, streams, and waves. A waterproof box equipped with a pump and plastic tubing provides an environment to which children add sand, gravel, and water. As the water courses through the box, children can observe how it moves and how its motion affects the land. The guide contains suggestions for building landscapes to erode, creating wind currents, and other activities. There are detailed instructions for using materials and for classroom management. A set of photo cards illustrates various uses of the table, but the quality and composition of the pictures reduce their effectiveness.
STREAM TABLES. Elementary Science
Study (ESS). Nashua, NH: Delta, 1985
(1971).
Grade(s): 4,5,6
Supplies: Materials available locally,
from commercial suppliers, or kit from
Delta.
Guide: $7.70, Kit: $89.00
Each USMES unit is based on a challenge that presents a school or community problem to be solved by the children. The WEATHER PREDICTIONS challenge: What do you think the weather will be this afternoon?...tomorrow? Find out what information helps you most in accurately predicting the weather. Children make their own weather instruments as they try to discover the factors that influence weather. Predictions are correlated with observations. The teacher's guide contains no specific lesson plans but does include teachers' logs describing the use of this challenge.
WEATHER PREDICTIONS. Unified Science and Mathematics for Elementary Schools (USMES). Newton, MA: Education Development Center, Inc., 1973. Grade(s): 2,3,4,5,6,7,8 Supplies: Materials available locally. Out of print. Available on SCIENCE HELPER K-8 or from ERIC (see Sources index).
WHERE IS THE MOON? presents an informal introduction to observational astronomy. Through the use of written "reminders," teachers encourage their students to keep an eye on the after-school sky, observing the position and appearance of the moon and prominent planets, such as Venus or Jupiter. Children record their observations in journals and on charts and discuss them in class. Over time they notice patterns of movement and change and begin to make more accurate predictions. The guide contains a calendar with useful information about finding and describing the moon, and hints on preparation of reminders. A student guide, WHERE WAS THE MOON?, accompanies this unit.
WHERE IS THE MOON? Elementary
Science Study (ESS). New York, NY:
McGraw-Hill, 1968.
Grade(s): 3,4,5,6,7
Supplies: Materials available locally.
Out of print. Available from ERIC (see
Sources index).
WILD ABOUT WEATHER is an interdisciplinary guide to the causes, kinds, and impact of weather. Students from kindergarten to intermediate grades engage in classroom or playground experiments, games, and simulations, as they investigate how weather happens and how it affects the earth and its inhabitants. The 30 well-organized lesson plans are supplemented by student activity sheets and detailed background information. An appendix contains suggestions for evaluation and many useful resources.
WILD ABOUT WEATHER. Ranger Rick's NatureScope. Washington, DC: National Wildlife Federation, 1985. Grade(s): K, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 Supplies: Materials available locally. Guide: $6.00 SKY PIRATES are that stars differ in their distances from Earth and that a constellation is an imaginary construct. This guide includes general background information about stars; the specific constellations, Leo, the Big Dipper, and Orion; and the seasons. Children make a model of Orion and create their own constellations. A bibliography, a list of resources, and suggested periodicals are provided.order to establish ways of comparing and differentiating them. Excellent introductory chartmaking activities are used to help classify and identify rocks. Children use their own criteria for sorting, then learn more standard tests for streak, hardness, magnetism, and mineral content. The guide contains many activities and games, as well as facts about how rocks are named and how they are used.
